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2025 Florida Resilience
Conference Overview

featuring FSBPA’s 68th Annual Meeting

"Adapting Today; Powering Tomorrow" 

The 4th Annual Florida Resilience Conference is set
to take place from September 17–19, 2025, at the
Sunseeker Resort in Charlotte Harbor,
Florida. Hosted by FSBPA and Resiliency Florida,
this premier event brings together professionals,
policymakers, and community leaders to discuss and
advance Florida’s beach management and coastal
resilience efforts. The following details will provide
insight into how you can take part in this leading,
statewide conference.
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Remembering Allen
Ten Broek

Conference Agenda Overview: 
The conference will feature a dynamic program, including: 

Wednesday, September 17: Registration, Opening Session, Concurrent
Sessions, and Exhibits (1:00 PM – 5:30 PM), followed by a Welcome
Reception at 6:00 PM.  
Thursday, September 18: Concurrent Sessions, Lunch, and Exhibits (8:00 AM
– 1:00 PM), Cocktail Reception from 5:15 PM – 6:15 PM, and the Traditional
FSBPA Awards Banquet at 6:30 PM.  
Friday, September 19: Concurrent Sessions, Closing Session, and Exhibits
(8:00 AM – 12:00 PM).

📢 Call for Abstracts – Deadline Approaching
You are invited to submit abstracts to be considered by the Planning Committee for
inclusion in the program. The submission deadline is June 2, 2025. Accepted
abstracts will be notified by July 11, 2025. Presentations should focus on one of the
following tracks:  

Beach Management 
Energy 
Gray and Green Infrastructure 
Smart Planning 

Sessions will feature both presentations and panel discussions. Please note that
panel submissions require a separate process. Suggested topics and submission
guidelines are on the Call for Abstracts page.

FSBPA Annual Awards – Nominate a Beach Preservation
Champion
The FSBPA Annual Awards Banquet, held on Thursday, September 18, honors
outstanding contributions to the preservation of Florida’s beach and coastal
systems. Nominations are now open for individuals demonstrating excellence in
beach management, innovation, and community engagement. To submit a
nomination, visit the FSBPA Annual Conference page.

Registration Now Open!

Secure your spot at the conference
today!

Sponsorship Opportunities

Sponsorship opportunities are
available on our conference website.
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﻿Early registration rates are available
through August 20, 2025.

For more information on registration
fees and to register, visit the
Registration page.

Don’t miss your chance to be part of
Florida’s premier beach management
and coastal resilience event – become
a sponsor today!

﻿For more information about the
conference, email mail@fsbpa.com. 

Hotel Reservations
Group Rate $229 single/double and a
reduced resort fee of $15 per day, plus
tax 
Self-parking is complimentary for
overnight guests. Day self-parking is $17
per day. 
The hotel will honor the group rate as
long as rooms remain in FSBPA's block
or by August 20, 2025, whichever occurs first. 

Click here to make your reservation online & for reservations by phone, call:
1.941.787.5700 

When making your reservation by phone, please mention Florida Resilience
Conference to receive the group rate. 

To ensure that a room is available, make your reservations early!

Resilience is more than withstanding storms, coastal erosion, and
flooding—it’s building strong relationships, innovative solutions, and

shared commitments to long-term sustainability. We hope you’ll join us
this September in Charlotte Harbor to share your expertise, celebrate
leadership in the field, and help shape the future of Florida’s coasts.

Article Spotlight - Rip Current Dynamics and
Beach Profile Evolution in Panama City Beach, FL
By Thomas P. Pierro, P.E., BC.CE, Principal Engineer, Coastal Protection

Engineering (CPE) 

Introduction:
Rip currents are a worldwide phenomenon and a significant coastal hazard for
beachgoers. In order to evaluate concerns about rip current formation along the nourished
beaches of Panama City Beach, Florida, the Convention & Visitors Bureau (CVB)
commissioned Coastal Protection Engineering LLC (CPE) for a technical study to assess
the potential link between beach nourishment activities and the occurrence of rip
currents.  

﻿The scope of analysis was focused on providing an objective assessment of the coastal
processes contributing to rip currents based on published literature, beach profile data,
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post-project evolution, an assessment of beach type
classification, and comparisons with nearby beaches.
The findings are summarized here as presented to the
Tourist Development Council (TDC) on August 13,
2024, and at the FSBPA’s 38th Annual National
Conference on Beach Preservation Technology in
Panama City Beach in February 2025. 

Study Objectives:
The primary purpose of the study was to provide an
objective evaluation of the processes contributing to rip
currents along Panama City Beach's nourished
beaches and assess whether nourishment efforts
contribute to rip current formation or frequency. The
study encompasses a review of the physical factors
influencing rip current formation with a data-driven
analysis, including wave characteristics, sandbar formations, and tidal influences. The
analysis included a review of relevant literature, an examination of rip current formation
factors, and an evaluation of beach profile evolution over time. Specific elements of the
study included: 

Review of published literature and related research on the topic of rip currents 
Identification of contributing factors for the formation of rip currents  
Evaluation of the evolution of the beach profile and nearshore morphology over
time  
Assessment of the contributing coastal processes related to beach nourishment 
Comparison of rip current occurrence and beach morphology to similar nearby
locations 

Due to the nature of the study being specifically designed to focus on key morphological
factors influencing rip currents in Panama City Beach, the effort was not intended to be an
exhaustive review. The results are presented with a deliberate focus on physical
processes rather than on general safety issues and related hazards. 

Read the full article here!

FDEP Office of Resilience and Coastal
Protection Updates

Dr. Kristen Becker Promoted to Environmental Manager
Dr. Becker was recently promoted to Environmental Manager in the Coastal Engineering
and Geology Group within the Division of Resilience and Coastal Protection. Kristen grew
up exploring the environments of Wilmington, North Carolina, with her scientist father,
often going on field trips with his classes. She has a bachelor’s degree in Geology from
North Carolina State, a master’s degree in Geology and Coastal Processes from
University of North Carolina Wilmington, and recently received her Ph. D. from Florida
Institute of Technology in Oceanography. She has studied geomorphic changes on
Florida’s central Atlantic coast specifically. 
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Kristen will directly supervise the coastal surveyors and
help manage all aspects of the engineering and
geology program, including hurricane response. She
hopes to increase training and outreach activities. She
also plans to pursue her Florida Professional Geologist
license. 

Monitoring: Hardbottom, Submerged
Aqu﻿atic Vegetation (SAV), Turtles and
Birds!
Benthic monitoring needs to be conducted during the
summer growing months (May 1—September 30 for
hardbottom; June 1—September 30 for SAV). Diligent
efforts should be made to complete permit-required
activities and surveys for anticipated permit

applications and modifications within the specified time frame. Additional information,
including FTP sites, commonly used forms, tutorials, and guidance can be found at
https://floridadep.gov/rcp/beaches-inlets-ports/content/tools-applicants. 

Turtles and shorebirds are now nesting on our beaches. Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission (FFWCC) monitors will be present on all restored beaches and
can respond to any issues or questions regarding potential impacts to these species.
FFWCC’s Imperiled Beach-Nesting Bird (IBNB) Species Conservation Measures and
Permitting Guidelines are now in effect. See https://myfwc.com/license/wildlife/ibnb/

﻿Updates from the Beach Management Funding Assistance
Program 
The annual Local Government Funding Request (LGFR) Call for Applications will be open
from June 1, 2025, to July 31, 2025. Specific Call for Applications communications will be
distributed before the application window opens. Additional information and instructions
on how to apply will be available on the BMFA website:
(https://floridadep.gov/rcp/beaches-funding-program/content/beaches-funding-
assistance-information).  

BMFA has hired two new grant managers for the North and Southwest Regions. Katrina
Dutton is the new grant manager for the North Region covering Escambia through
Wakulla County in the Panhandle, and Nassau through Brevard County on the northeast
Atlantic Coast. Caleb Hill is the new grant manager for the Southwest Region covering
Manatee through Collier County on the Gulf Coast. All BMFA contact information can be
found at: https://floridadep.gov/rcp/beaches-funding-program/content/beach-
funding-contacts. 

In Memory of a Coastal Champion: Honoring Mr.
Allen G. Ten Broek

It is with heartfelt respect and admiration that we remember Allen Ten Broek, a tireless
advocate for Florida’s beaches and a foundational figure in our coastal preservation
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community since the 1970s. Allen passed away
on May 5, 2025, leaving behind a legacy defined
by dedication, leadership, and a deep
commitment to the stewardship of our shoreline
resources. 

Allen’s first deep foray into beach preservation
involved the successful establishment and
permitting of the first completely privately funded
beach restoration project on Florida’s West
Coast in 1979. It was located at the South Seas
Plantation resort on Captiva Island in Lee
County. As importantly, that non-federal project
was the first to be funded through the formation
of a Municipal Service Benefit Unit (MSBU).
Since that time, numerous private and public
project sponsors have initiated MSBUs as a
critical means of achieving a local funding
source for both federal and non-federal engineered beach restoration projects statewide. 

Subsequently, Allen served on the Board of the Florida Shore & Beach Preservation
Association from 1984 to 1995, including distinguished terms as chairman. His
participation on various state-initiated Task Forces benefited from his vision and steady
guidance, which helped shape policies and initiatives that continue to protect and
enhance our coasts today. Allen brought not only unique expertise but also a collaborative
spirit that inspired all who worked with him through the years. 

In recognition of his exceptional service, Allen was honored with the FSBPA’s Golden
Beach Citizen Award in 2007 during FSBPA’s 50th Anniversary Celebration. This unique
award recognized Allen as the private citizen who made the greatest commitment to the
repair and maintenance of his community’s beaches. Allen was also given the esteemed
title of Chair Emeritus and honored by the association as a lifetime member, a title given
to only one other, Dr. Robert Dean.  

Beyond the accolades and titles, Allen was known for his unwavering belief in the
importance of protecting natural resources for future generations. He understood that
beaches are more than just places of beauty and recreation—they are vital buffers from
coastal storms and economic engines for our state. 

As we reflect on Allen Ten Broek’s life and legacy, we are reminded that the strength of
our coastal management community rests on the shoulders of champions like him. His
work and many contributions will continue to influence beach preservation efforts for years
to come. 

We extend our deepest condolences to Allen’s family, friends, and colleagues. His
memory and contributions will forever be part of Florida’s shoreline. 
 
We gratefully acknowledge Mr. Erik Olsen for his thoughtful contributions to this tribute.
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A monthly electronic
publication of the Florida
Shore & Beach
Preservation Association.

Officers
Chair
Janet Zimmerman, FIND

Vice-Chair
Andy Studt, Palm Beach County

Secretary-Treasurer
Mike McGarry, Brevard County

Past-Chair
Steve Boutelle, Lee County

Directors
John Bishop, Pinellas County
Alan Dodd, City of Wilton
Manors 
Jessica Fentress, Volusia County
Jessica Garland, Martin County
James Gray, Sebastian Inlet
District
Charlie Mopps, Town of Longboat
Key
Joshua Revord, St. Lucie County
Dan Rowe, Bay County
Matthew Spoor, Pinellas County

President Emeritus

Calendar of Events

FSBPA Events:

June 2: 2025 FRC Call for
Abstracts closes
June 30: Annual Awards
Nominations closes
August 20: Last day to secure
your hotel reservation
August 20: Early registration for
the 2025 FRC ends
September 17: 2025 FRC
begins
September 18: Annual FSBPA
Business Meeting
September 18: Annual Awards
Banquet
February 4-6: 2026 National
Tech Conference

Other Events:

June 1: Annual Local
Government Funding Request
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Deborah Flack

Ex Officio
USACE Jacksonville District,
Milan Mora
USACE Mobile District, Jenny
Jacobson
FDEP, Lainie Edwards
Cheryl Miller, Coastal Eco-Group
Brett Moore, Humiston & Moore
Lynn Nietfeld, Great Lakes
Dredge & Dock

FSBPA Staff
President: Pepper Uchino
Executive Director: Jackie
Larson
Technical Director: Lisa
Armbruster
Office/Conference Manager:
Teri Besse
Communications/Events
Specialist: Alexis Brown

(LGFR) Call for Applications opens
on FDEP website

Visit our Conference
Website!

PO Box 13146, Tallahassee FL 32317
Phone: (850) 906-9227 • mail@fsbpa.com

Visit our Website!
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