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The Coastal Strand ecosystem is all 
but wiped out in Florida, due mostly 
to development, but  the few 
remaining patches are under 
increasing human generated  threat. 
What was Strand like and how can 
we preserve what is left? 



UNDEVELOPED BOCA RATON IN THE TWENTIES.. 
 palmetto dominated strand..no trees 



EARLY COASTAL PALM BCH. COUNTY        
BEACHFRONT HOMESTEAD..no trees. 



NO TREES 
Scrub species  and palmetto 

DELRAY BEACH CLUB SITE  
CA 1950 



DELRAY BEACH 
                     1951       



Ocean to river was palmetto strand in natural 
condition, from Daytona south. Historical 
photos and conserved remnants yield the 
character of the wild dune as a model for 
protection and restoration. 



EXISTING COASTAL STRAND IN NATURAL CONDITION 





Spessard Holland Beach, Brevard County 1987 



WHAT SHAPED THIS SYSTEM SO 
UNIFORMLY THROUGHOUT THE  
SOUTHEAST COAST OF FLORIDA? 

CANAVERAL NATIONAL SEASHORE..1988 



Canaveral  today..not much change. 


