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FSBPA Annual Meeting Survey Results 
 

By Debbie Flack 
Governmental Affairs Director 
 
 
After a successful annual meeting in September on Captiva, despite menacing threats from Hurricane Ike, we decided to examine 
why.  We fully recognize that during these challenging times we must earn your conference attendance, taking nothing for granted.  
We emailed surveys to former FSBPA Annual Meeting attendees to seek input regarding future site selections and attendee needs/
wants at the destination resorts for FSBPA’s annual fall meetings. 
 
We are not sure whether it’s a case of “no news is good news” or something on the negative side of the equation, but the number of 
survey responses was a modest 70.  We did, however, receive a number of separate congratulatory comments or single questions or 
statements.  In turn, we must be very cautious in interpreting results given this low survey response rate.  So we will instead note 
trends and make observations rather than draw specific conclusions. 
 
Where Should We Meet? 
 
With FSBPA’s long history, not unexpectedly there is a wide range of opinions regarding site selection.  The single location at the top 
of the list of “favorite” destinations is Amelia Island.  This is fortunate since our next annual meeting is already planned for Amelia 
Island Plantation, September 16-18, 2009.  The Keys are also a very popular destination with a number of our regulars listing Hawks 
Cay and Ocean Reef (Key Largo) as preferred sites.   Boca Raton and Ft. Lauderdale (Marriott Harbor Beach) were also frequent 
responses.  Captiva is still a favored destination for many.  However, it was also the most frequently mentioned “least” favorite 
destination.  Must be something to the saying “familiarity breeds contempt.” 
 
We sought information regarding what is important in determining these favored meeting locations to help us review new meeting 
sites.  Not surprising, ease of travel and facility amenities were the most frequently mentioned considerations. 
On the other hand and quite surprisingly, the Association’s historical efforts to rotate annual meetings between the east and west 
coasts is not that important to attendees, giving us the discretion to consider geographic location as just one of many considerations.  
A Panhandle destination still must be cautiously considered, with over a third of the respondents answering it would decrease the 
likelihood of annual meeting attendance.  This is, no doubt, related to “ease of travel” and the cost of that travel.  Any future Panhandle 
site consideration obviously must be reviewed in light of convenient air travel and good roads, as well as attractive accommodation 
rates to offset higher travel costs. 
 
When Should We Meet? 
 
As you know, annual meetings have been held in August as well as October, but we usually meet in September.  With a recent 
number of close calls with storm events, we thought it was appropriate to question our September preference, despite the advantages 
it has in terms of site availability and rates.  Well, the significant preference of survey respondents is to keep things as they are - - 
September the choice, toward the end of the month the preference.  There was modest interest in holding annual meetings in August, 
making it a viable fall-back position. 
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FSBPA Annual Meeting Survey Results 
 
Continued from Page 4 
 
 
What Should our Awards Program Look Like? 
 
We have not been very adventuresome when it comes to the annual awards banquet, and that seems quite acceptable to many of 
you.  However, we have the encouragement from a majority of survey respondents to “try an extended cocktail party with hot/cold 
appetizer buffet, with abbreviated awards banquet.”  At an appropriate opportunity during future contract negotiations, we will try to 
determine if an “upscale” extended cocktail party is a viable alternative in terms of cost.  If so, it will make a nice change of pace. 
Most of our respondents did not care whether we had sit-down service or buffets at the awards banquet.  This is useful information for 
us to have since buffets are usually more expensive. 
  
Amenities and Welcome Cocktail Reception 
 
We also confirmed in this survey that a 
variety of choices in sleeping 
accommodations should not be a primary 
consideration in site selection.  A vast 
majority of respondents stay in hotel 
rooms during our conferences.  What is 
instead important to our attendees is a 
variety of eating alternatives in close 
proximity to the resort and a variety of 
“gathering” spots on site.  Free internet 
service is an important amenity as well.  
Complimentary parking and an exercise 
facility were frequently noted as desired 
amenities. 
Finally, there was a considerable majority 
of survey respondents who wanted us to 
reinstate our welcoming hour get-together 
the first evening of the annual meeting, 
especially if we could secure sponsors.  If 
not possible, they were more than willing 
to go to a cash bar the next evening 
before the awards banquet to provide the 
opportunity for the welcoming hour social. 
 
On behalf of our Conference Planning Committee, (Steve Boutelle, Don Donaldson and Tom Campbell) we thank those of you who 
took the time to respond to the annual meeting survey.  The results will prove useful to the Board of Directors and staff in future site 
selection and event planning.  Late next spring, we will be seeking your input regarding topics and issues for next year’s Amelia Island 
Annual Meeting. 
 
Thank You! 
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FSBPA Welcomes Charlie Hunsicker to the Board of Directors 
 
By Debbie Flack 
Governmental Affairs Director 

 
We are delighted to have Charlie Hunsicker on our Board of Directors.  He has been a 
member of FSBPA since 1998, and is a former recipient of the Florida Shore & Beach 
Preservation Association’s Environmental Award (2002). 
 
Charlie has held various positions with Manatee County, beginning in 1977.  He is currently 
the Director of the Natural Resources Department, responsible for a staff of 32, and a $5.1 
million operating budget.  Charlie oversees extensive land stewardship activities over 
Manatee County’s 30,000 acres across 15 preserves; manages the budget for 
environmental land acquisitions and restoration; and directs the county-wide beach 
management program.  The latter involves a nourishment program for 6.1 miles of Gulf 
beaches, coastal structure construction, and state and federal authorizations and 
appropriations requests for periodic beach nourishment on Anna Maria Island. 
 
Charlie’s professional goals are to continue serving the public of Manatee County as the 
Director of the Natural Resources Department, and to establish and maintain a widely-
recognized reputation for the County as a source of information and innovation for land and 
coastal management practices, passive recreational endeavors, and environmental 
protection. 
 
FSBPA is indeed fortunate to be the beneficiary of Charlie’s recognized planning 
background, his enthusiasm, and years of experience coordinating a local government 
beach management program. 
 
Back to Main 

 

“I draw my greatest job satisfaction 
from building environments which will 
serve generations to come.” 

Charlie Hunsicker 
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2009 National Conference on Beach Technology 
 
The 2009 National Conference on Beach Preservation Technology, 
February 18-20 at the Tradewinds Island Resorts in St. Petersburg 
Beach, is beginning to take shape.  
 
All indications are that this will be one of our best programs ever. 
 
Our Planning Committee, flush with new members and a mandate to put 
together a top notch program, is now reviewing more than 60 abstracts 
on projects located in the U.S. and abroad, including California, 
Delaware, Florida, Louisiana, Massachusetts, New York, New Jersey, 
North Carolina, South Carolina, Texas, Virginia, Barbados, Grand 
Cayman, Trinidad, United Arab Emirates and the United Kingdom.  We 
plan to have our speaker program put together and available on our 
website in the last week of November. 
 
And we’re meeting in a very nice hotel on a top-notch beach, with lots to 
do nearby after hours. 
 
WARNING:  In years past, we’ve been able to offer groups rates 
somewhat beyond the cut-off date, even for attendees who waited to 
make their reservations a day or so before the meeting started.  That is 
NOT the case this year.  Please make your reservations on or before the 
hotel’s cut-off date (January 16, 2009) or you certainly won’t get a room 
at the group rate and you might not be able to get a room at all. 
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2009 Conference National Conference on 
Beach Preservation Technology 

 
Planning Committee 

 
 
Executive Members: 
 
Michael Barnett, P.E., Florida Department of Environmental Protection 
Kevin Bodge, Ph.D., P.E., Olsen Associates 
Douglas Mann, P.E., Coastal Planning & Engineering 
 
 
Members: 
 
Karl Havens, Ph.D., Florida Sea Grant 
Robert Dean, Ph.D., P.E., University of FL 
Michael Walther, P.E., FL consulting (Coastal Technology Corp.) 
C. Scott Hardaway, Jr., Virginia Institute of Marine Science 
Jonathan Gorham, Ph.D., FSBPA Board of Directors and Indian River 
County 
Jason Engle, P.E., USACE-JAX 
Lynn Bocamazo, P.E., USACE-NY 
Bill Curtis, USACE-ERDC 
John Ramsey, P.E., Massachusetts consulting (Applied Coastal Research & 
Engineering) 
Spencer Rogers, Jr., North Carolina Sea Grant 
Kenneth Banks, Ph.D., P.E., FL environmental and Broward County 
Todd Walton, Ph.D., P.E., FSU Beaches and Shores Resource Center 
Scott Douglass, Ph.D., P.E., University of South Alabama 



November 2008 

Click Here to Register for the 2009 National Conference on Beach Preservation Technology! 

USACE Jacksonville District: Project Status 
 
Feasibility Studies: 
• St. Johns County – Beach-fx economic modeling has begun. Bathymetric surveys of offshore borrow areas 
were delayed due to survey boat technical difficulties but are expected to be completed by December.  Surveys 
will then be used to refine borrow source delineations. 
• Volusia County - on hold. No non-Federal funding. 
• St. Lucie County – Jacksonville District will be initiating Beach-fx work during FY09.  The non-Federal 
sponsor will be completing the remainder of the study work. 
Flagler County –Beach-fx economic modeling has begun.  Parking, public access, and shore protection structure surveys were 
completed in July.  A draft Notice of Intent to prepare an EIS has been prepared. Shoreline process data collection and modeling has 
begun.  The sponsor plans to have a draft borrow area document completed by January 2009. 
 
Other Major Planning Reports: 
• The Brevard County Mid Reach General Reevaluation Report (GRR) team has completed the draft report. The report is currently in 
agency technical review.  Following review, the report will be submitted to our higher authority for approval to release to the public. 
• The North Boca Raton Second Periodic renourishment revised final Limited Reevaluation Report was approved by Corps’ South 
Atlantic Division (SAD) in June 2008.  SAD endorsed the Project Cooperation Agreement package for Corp’s Headquarters review and 
approval in September 2008. 
• Jupiter/Carlin Shore Protection Project - Palm Beach County has started a 934 report/NEPA document for Jupiter/Carlin Segment 
to extend Federal participation for the next renourishment. 
• Guidance has been requested from higher authority on the review process for the Draft Ft. Pierce Shore Protection project GRR 
completed by the non-Federal Sponsor. The GRR seeks an additional 50-years of Federal participation in the project as well as the 
inclusion of groins to the project area. 
Broward County Shore Protection project - Segment I (north county line to Hillsboro Inlet) - GRR and NEPA document - Initiation of 
preparation of the GRR and NEPA document for initial construction of this segment is awaiting non-Federal funds to be provided to the 
Jacksonville District. Segment II – GRR Addendum and NEPA document – Sponsor has initiated their GRR Addendum for the 
upcoming renourishment. 
 
Other: 

The Brevard County, Florida Independent Coastal Expert Letter Report has been revised   per SAD, HQ, and Planning Center of 
Expertise (PCX) comments.  The revised report underwent Agency Technical Review (ATR) by the PCX in September 2008.  
Final review will take place in Jacksonville in November, and the final report will undergo Policy Review and concurrent review 
by HQ and the Assistant Secretary of the Army for Civil Works.  

In Dade County work was funded for a section 227 project at 63rd Street in Miami to be reinitiated in August 2008. A design and 
build contract is being evaluated in cooperation with the Department of Environmental Resources Management (DERM) and 
Reef Innovation, Inc. Genesis modeling will need to be done to determine the minimum structure footprint and the exact project 
location.  

 
 
Borrow Site Investigations: 
• Martin County and Sarasota County borrow area investigations are underway. Bathymetric survey field work is complete for Martin 
County. In addition, the Corps is beginning to evaluate borrow area alternatives offshore of Martin and St. Lucie Counties. Bathymetric 
surveys for Sarasota are complete, and further core borings will be taken to better define areas suitable for dredging. 
• The Pinellas County, Sand Key borrow area investigation is underway. Geotechnical work and surveys are complete.   The 
sponsor will be applying to the FL DEP for permits to use the borrow area. 
• Hard bottom mapping for Martin County is completed. Work is underway on hydraulic modeling for the borrow area. 
Plans & Specs have begun in order to utilize all remaining domestic sand sources offshore of Dade County as directed by the 
Assistant Secretary of the Army (Civil Works) in his 10 December 2007 memo to the Director of Civil Works recommending a three-
tiered approach to meet Dade County’s beach renourishment needs.  SAJ met with the State DEP in October to coordinated data 
collection and permit needs for anticipated work. 
 
Regional Sediment Management: 
Three complete regional sediment budgets for the sandy coast of Florida are available. A large push is being made to participate in the 
Gulf of Mexico RSM initiative, utilizing existing stakeholders to assist in a regionalization of information and technology. 

The Southeast Atlantic Regional Sediment Source Study for Florida has been completed by GEC and Halcrow for SAJ.  The 
report is currently available on: http://planning.saj.usace.army.mil/rsm. This Regional Sediment Management report 
approximates the volume of sand that remains offshore of Palm Beach, Broward and Miami-Dade Counties and compares that 
volume with the amount required by Federal and non-Federal nourishment projects over the next 50 years. This report marks 
collaboration between the State of Florida, non-Federal sponsors, private industry, and the USACE to evaluate the 
sustainability of Florida’s current beach nourishment program. 

Further direction from HQ on the Dade County Letter Report – Alternative Borrow Source Investigation has indicated that a Regional 
Sediment Management (RSM) plan to address long term needs along Florida’s Atlantic coast will serve as an addendum to the Letter 
Report.  The scope of work for this plan is being coordinated with the State of Florida DEP and work is expected to begin early in 
FY09. 

 
 
Construction: 
• The Lee County, Captiva Island FCCE Rehabilitation Project is complete. 
Initial nourishment of the Nassau County Shore Protection Project has begun with completion expected by the end of October 2008. 
 
Back to Main 
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An Interview with Phil Flood, 2008 Recipient of the Per Bruun Distinguished Service Award 
 
Phil Flood, recipient of FSBPA’s 2008 Per Bruun Distinguished Service Award, is well known to many of our members for his 
dedicated service to Florida’s beach program and the many beach communities around the state which benefited from his efforts.  Phil 
served with the Florida Department of Environmental Protection’s Bureau of Beaches and Coastal Systems (and it’s various earlier 
names) from 1990 until 2006, when he left to accept a position with the South Florida Water Management District.  We asked Phil to 
reflect on his time at the Bureau.  We hope that you will find this brief interview with Phil as interesting and insightful as we did. 
 

 
What did you most enjoy in your job with the 
Beach Management Program?  And least 
enjoy? 
 
Hands down, the best part of the job is the great 
people involved throughout the state in beach 
management.  Meeting with the communities, 
interacting with the local officials, and working with 
the consulting community always kept the job 
fun.  And there is no better feeling than going to the 
ribbon cutting ceremony and seeing all of the folks 
that worked so hard to make a project happen, and 
seeing the community enjoy their new 
beach.   Permitting has to be the toughest part of 
the job.  No matter how much coordination you do, 
or how many studies and information you provide, 
it’s never enough.  It’s disheartening, at times, how 
long it takes to address some of the permitting 
concerns. 
 
How did the Beach Management Program 
evolve notably during your years with the 
Bureau? 
 
The program expanded from a grant program that 
simply gave funding to local governments to 
providing technical assistance and outreach.  We 
put forth a large effort to educate the communities 
on the importance of beach management to 
encourage local governments to address their 
erosion problems.  The Bureau provides a great 
service to communities by offering guidance on 
how to develop support for beach management 
activities and offering assistance to local 
governments from the planning phases through the 
construction of a project. 
 
What project did you find the most interesting? 
The most challenging? 
 
All of the projects are interesting because each of 
the communities are so different and the projects 
all have different nuances about them.  The most 
challenging project had to be the Knight Island 
Beach Restoration that included relocating Stump 
Pass.  The project required Governor and Cabinet 
approval to sever the southern end of a State Park 
and to conduct new dredging in an Aquatic 
Preserve.  It was very controversial at the state and 
local levels and required extensive coordination 
with the public and elected officials.  Just days 
before construction, a protected shore bird nested 
within the footprint of the project necessitating a 
redesign of the project requiring state and federal 
permit modifications, a new sea grass survey and 
revised mitigation plans.  In less than a week, 
Coastal Engineering Consultants and Charlotte 
County obtained all of the authorizations needed 
and the project moved forward, resulting in a very 
successful project. 
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Phil Flood receives the 2008 Per Bruun Distinguished Service 
Award from Steve Boutelle and Debbie Flack at FSBPA’s 
Annual Meeting in Captiva.  His citation reads: “You represent 
all that is good in Florida’s successful beach management 
program – leadership and commitment that will not be 
forgotten” 

 

Catching up with old friends at the 2008 FSBPA Annual 
Awards Banquet 
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An Interview with Phil Flood, 2008 Recipient of the Per Bruun Distinguished Service Award 
 
Continued from Page 9 
 

 
 
What part of the Beach Management Program would you change if you could? 
 
That’s easy: no permits required and plenty of money for all projects.  But since that’s not a reality, I’d like to see the 
contracting process streamlined by modifying or eliminating the scope of work review process.  It is a big time consumer 
to Bureau staff and doesn’t appear to save much time with the permit review process as it was originally envisioned to 
do.   
 
With your new perspective, what do you see as the biggest challenges to the Beach Management Program? 
 
Funding, funding, and funding.  Given the current economic climate it’s likely to be even more difficult to obtain federal 
funding and more challenging for the local communities to obtain their local share.  At the state level, we need to 
continue the ongoing effort to educate the incoming legislators and insure that the Legislature as a whole understands 
the economic and ecological importance of appropriate beach management.  Also, sediment quality has always been a 
concern of the general public and the environmental community.  If only someone could find the mother lode of high 
quality sand, our lives would be so much easier! 
 
Briefly, what you are doing in your new role with the SFWMD? 
 
As the Director of the Lower West Coast, I’m involved in just about everything the District does, including water 
conservation efforts, environmental resource permitting, water supply planning and permitting, environmental restoration, 
and water quality improvements.  My personal goal is to improve the water quality of our area, so I try to stay involved in 
our education and outreach activities and fund as many community stormwater and environmental restoration projects as 
possible.  Fortunately, I still get to spend a lot of time working with the local communities and elected officials. 
 
Do you miss us as much as we miss you?! 
 
More than you know.  I have pictures of beach projects on the walls of my office and I still keep track of some of the 
projects that I worked on.  Sometimes I think my staff gets tired of hearing me talk about the projects and those good old 
days at the Bureau! 
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Calendar of Events 
 
 
February 16-18, 2009 
10th Annual CIRP Workshop 
TradeWinds Island Resorts 
St. Petersburg Beach, FL 
http://www.fsbpa.com/semregistration.htm 

February 18-20, 2009 
National Conference on Beach Preservation Technology 
TradeWinds Island Resorts 
St. Petersburg Beach, FL 
http://www.fsbpa.com/semregistration.htm 

April 6-10, 2009 
National Hurricane Conference 
Austin Convention Center 
Austin, TX 
www.HurricaneMeeting.com 

September 16-18, 2009 
FSBPA Annual Meeting 
Amelia Island Plantation 
Amelia Island, FL 
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