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DEP Bureau of Beaches and Coastal 
Systems June 2008 Update to the 
Report      
Critically Eroded Beaches in Florida 
     
By Michael R. Barnett, P.E. 
Director, Bureau of Beaches and Coastal Systems 
 
The Florida Legislature, pursuant to 161.088, F.S., 
has acknowledged that beach erosion problems in 
the state are such that it is a necessary ... 
 
Read Full Story Job Opportunities 

Just to let you know . . . 
 
By Debbie Flack 
Director of Governmental Affairs 
 

The Governor formally 
received the budget for 
FY 08-09 from the 
Legislature on May 30.  
He must act on or 
before June 14.  Let us 
not forget he has the 
line-item veto.  The 
Governor’s staff began 
budget review 

immediately following session.  They have 
asked me a number of questions regarding its 
creative proviso relating to beach project 
priorities and funding.  Let’s keep our fingers ... 
 
Read Full Story 

Palm Beach DERM Status Report 

USACE Jacksonville District: 
Dade County Project 
 
Dade County’s offshore borrow areas have 
been nearly depleted.  At the time of this writing 
a very limited amount of domestic beach quality 
sand remains offshore of the Dade County 
shoreline.  This volume is not adequate to 
supply the approximately 11,800,000 cy of 
material needed over the next 24 years (36 
years for the 2.5-mile Sunny Isles segment) for 
renourishment of the Dade County Beach 
Erosion Control (BEC) and Hurricane ... 
 
Read Full Story 

 

FSBPA Loses Two Long-time Friends 
 
Alison Hagerup 
1958-2008 
 
FSBPA and the beach community must say 
goodbye to a true friend and unwavering advocate.  
Alison Hagerup passed away Sunday, June 1, after 
a brief battle with cancer.  Many of us were stunned 
by the rapidity of her decline.  While a blessing her 
suffering was short, it certainly makes it difficult for 
those left behind that loved, cared, and deeply miss 
her.  We extend our sincere sympathies to her ... 
 
Read Full Story 
 
 
Col. Alfred B. Devereaux, Jr. 
1937-2008 
 
Colonel Alfred B. Devereaux, Jr., former District 
Engineer of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 
Jacksonville District and former Director of the 
Office of Beaches and Coastal Systems, died 
Sunday, May 18, 2008 in Tallahassee. 
 
 
Read Full Story 

Captiva Island Beach Nourishment 
Completed under Alison Hagerup’s 
Leadership 
 
By Stephen Keehn 
Coastal Planning and Engineering 
  
The Corps of Engineers completed 
construction of an emergency beach 
nourishment project for Captiva Erosion 
Prevention District (CEPD) on May 2, 2008.  
This was a small project to replace storm 
losses from the 2005 hurricane season. These 
storm losses qualified for 100% Federal 
funding, with no State, County or local taxes ... 
 
Read Full Story 
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DEP Bureau of Beaches and Coastal Systems June 2008 Update to the Report 
Critically Eroded Beaches in Florida 
     
By Michael R. Barnett, P.E. 
Director, Bureau of Beaches and Coastal Systems 
 
The Florida Legislature, pursuant to 161.088, F.S., has acknowledged that beach erosion problems in the state are such that it is a 
necessary governmental responsibility to properly manage and protect Florida beaches from erosion and that the Legislature make 
provision for beach restoration and nourishment projects, including inlet management projects that cost-effectively provide beach-
quality material for adjacent critically eroded beaches.  Further policies and procedures as provided in Chapter 62B-36, F.A. C., make 
clear  the restoration and management of critically eroded beaches is a central ‘driver’ of Florida’s beach management program. 
 
The Bureau first published a list of eroding shorelines in the state of Florida in 1989.  Of the 825 miles of sandy beaches fronting the 
Atlantic, Gulf of Mexico and Straits of Florida, 217.6 of those miles were determined to exhibit a critical erosion condition and an 
additional 114.8 miles were identified as experiencing noncritical erosion. 
 
Since that time, there have been numerous updates to the report – with limited exceptions, updates have been prepared on an annual 
basis.   
 
 
The Bureau has adopted the following definition to identify critically eroded areas in Florida: 
 
Critically eroded area is a segment of the shoreline where natural processes or human activity have caused or contributed to 
erosion and recession of the beach or dune system to such a degree that upland development, recreational interests, wildlife 
habitat, or important cultural resources are threatened or lost.  Critically eroded areas may also include peripheral segments 
or gaps between identified critically eroded areas which, although they may be stable or slightly erosional now, their 
inclusion is necessary for continuity of management of the coastal system or for the design integrity of adjacent beach 
management projects. 
 
Because there are shorelines displaying an erosional trend where none of the four identified interests in the definition above (upland 
development, recreational interests, wildlife habitat, or important cultural resources) are presently in a loss or threat situation, the 
Bureau has identified and designated areas with this potential as noncritically eroded.  A listing of these areas is carried alongside the 
critical designation.   
 
The structure of the report lists the beach and inlet critical and noncritical shoreline, by County and further distinguished by reference 
(R) or virtual (V) monument reference, in miles.  The summary table is followed by a County index which reflects the page reference 
and last revision to each of the 35 coastal counties.  Finally, the bulk of the report contains a description, by county, of each of the 
critically eroded beach areas and inlet shorelines as well as noncritical segments.  A color map depicting the designated areas 
concludes each county description.  A sample map (Lee County) is provided on the next page for illustration of the report’s map layout 
and classification/labeling scheme. 
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 A summary tabulation of coastal erosion areas in Florida is provided below: 
 
 
   Summary of Florida Coastal Erosion Areas 

 
      BEACH                     INLET 
        critical         noncritical    critical      noncritical 
 
GULF COAST    181.9        69.8             4.3          0.9 
 
ATLANTIC COAST    204.5         24.1             4.6          2.3 
 
FLORIDA KEYS        10.2           1.6              ---           --- 
 
STATEWIDE – TOTALS        396.6       95.5           8.9       3.2 
 
 
The June 2008 update added over 8 miles of critically eroded beaches to the statewide  
totals represented in the June 2007 update.    These additional areas, by County, are  
as follows: 
 
 
County  Beach/Shoreline Name Shoreline Distance (miles) 
 
Escambia  Perdido Key    4.0 
 
Flagler   Painters Hill    0.3 
 
Franklin  Alligator Point    0.8 
 
Gulf   St. Joseph Peninsula   1.7 
 
Lee   Big Hickory Island   0.8 
 
Manatee  Passage Key    0.3 
 
Palm Beach  Lantana Municipal Beach  0.1 
 
Sarasota  Manasota Key    1.5 
 
 
A few representative photographs of conditions in selected areas from the above list are  
provided and captioned herein. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Recreational and Marine Turtle Habitat Impacts – Big Hickory Island (Lee County) 
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